
School Policy on Substance Use 
 

Scope 
 
This policy has been developed following a consultative process with the parents 
association, teachers, students and the Board of Management.  It applies to the entire 
school community, including teachers, students, parents/guardians and users of the school 
building. 
 
Relationship to schools mission, vision, aims 
 
This policy is part of a general pastoral approach being adopted by the school to ensure a 
healthy, caring and supportive learning environment.  It has been developed in line with 
our mission statement which has at its core, care of the student. 
 
Rationale 
 
Portmarnock Community School sees itself as having a role in the process of enabling 
students to increase control over and improve their health.  The prevalence of tobacco, 
alcohol and drug misuse pose challenges and opportunities for the school community as 
an important social partner in providing drug awareness and education.  The Board 
recognises and accepts the seriousness of various research findings regarding the 
problems associated with drug and in particular, alcohol misuse.  The school policy aims 
to co-operate fully with the strategic plan adopted by the government under the National 
Drugs strategy 2001-2008.  The Education Act (’98) provides that schools promote the 
social and personal education of students and provide health education for them. 
 
Aims 
Within the limited resources available to it, the school will provide appropriate education 
programmes for all its students.  The programme of education offered will be appropriate 
to the age of the students and will seek to build on and complement existing programmes 
already being taught in Portmarnock Community School – Science, Home Economics, 
SPHE, RE, PE, CSPE. so that 

 Students will have clear information about the effects of the various drugs 
 Students examine their attitudes to alcohol, tobacco and illicit substances in their 

lives and in the environment in which they live 
 Students are equipped with the skills to make informed and healthy decisions 

around substance use. 
 
 
 



Roles and Responsibilities 
 
Portmarnock Community School acknowledges the contribution of all members of the 
school community.  Each member, Parents, Staff and Principal has responsibility for the 
promotion of good heath and a role in dealing with and minimizing negative behaviour. 
 
 

Content 
Policy 
 
The school does not accept or tolerate the possession, use or supply of banned or 
prohibited and/or drug paraphernalia by any student in the school, on school trips and 
outings or during any school related activity. Whilst it is noted that the number of young 
people who misuse substances appears to be rising, it is important to recognise that the 
majority of young people choose not to do so. 
 
An exception to the above will be made for the use of properly prescribed drugs.  Parents 
of students taking prescribed medication must inform the school in writing of that fact. 
 
Preventative Measures 
 
Portmarnock Community School, within the limited resources available to it, will provide 
appropriate education programmes for all its students.  This programme will be age-
appropriate and will seek to build on and complement existing programmes already being 
taught in the school – SPHE, RE, Science, PE, CSPE. 
 
Staff Training:  
 
Portmarnock Community School will facilitate staff training where possible.  This may 
involve general information sessions for all teaching and support staff and specific in-
service for SPHE teachers, RE teachers, Guidance counsellors, Chaplain etc.  Regular 
updates on First aid training, from a professional, will be facilitated for new staff.   
 
All staff will be informed of proper procedures for dealing with such an n incident in the 
school 
 
Efforts will be made to seek out cross-curricular activities which would reinforce what is 
learnt in SPHE 
 
Parent Education 
 
Information meetings, from time to time, will be offered to parents 



Programmes for Alcohol, Tobacco, Volatile substances and Drug Education 
 
Portmarnock Community School is committed to providing a comprehensive and 
timetabled drug education programme for all students which will be incorporated into the 
Social, Personal and Health Education Programme currently running in the school 
 
Our educational aims in relation to Drug Education are: 

 To increase the self-esteem and confidence of young people 
 To equip young people with personal and socials skills 
 To enable young people to make informed, healthy and responsible choices 
 To provide honest and age appropriate information on drugs 
 To minimise the harm caused by drug use by offering supportive interventions 

 
 
 
The School’s Response to Drugs Related Incidents 
 
Cases involving substance misuse or supply on the premises are considered to be very 
serious infringements of school regulations.  In all such cases the Principal will discuss 
the issue with the Board of Management 
 
If it is found that a student is supplying (whether for reward or not) then the Gardai will 
be informed and the student excluded from contact with other students 
(suspended/excluded from school following due process) 
 
If a student is suspected of supplying/using drugs then the Gardai should be informed. 
 
Permanent exclusion may be considered as an appropriate response and will always occur 
if any pupil distributed or sold drugs in school.  Parents will be informed in any case 
where their child is involved in an incident of substance misuse. 
 
Pupils should note that the use of illegal drugs on the premises, outings, journeys or any 
school related or school organised activity will lead to an immediate suspension and 
could lead to permanent exclusion. 
 
Pupils involved in serious drugs related incidents may, following a period of suspension, 
be readmitted to the school by the Board of Management, subject to the following 
provisos: 
 

 That they undertake a punitive period of community service within the school 
 That they agree to meet with an appropriate person from a specialist agency to 

discuss the support available to persons involved with drugs misuse 



Substance Misuse –Management of Incidents 
 

A pupil involved in a substance misuse incident will be reported immediately to the 
Principal or Deputy Principal.  If medical help is required an ambulance will be called 
and arrangements made for a parent or an appropriate adult to meet the student.  Parents 
will ensure that the school has an up to date emergency contact number. 
 
The Principal/Deputy Principal/Year Head will deal with incidents in line with the school 
rules and current legislation.       In conjunction with the Board of Management, each 
incident will be dealt with individually. 
 

1. Possession/use of an illegal drug on school premises or on school related 
activities 

 A pupil is liable to a lengthy suspension  
 Parents will be informed 
 The Gardai will be notified in the case of an illegal substance 
 Counselling will be offered for drug misuse, the pupil will be expected to attend at 

least once 
 Information re counselling/support groups will be offered to parents 

 
2. In the event of dangerous misuse of solvents or medication 
 A pupil is liable to a lengthy suspension  
 Parents will be informed 
 Counselling will be offered, the student will be expected to attend at least once 
 In formation re counselling/support groups will be offered to parents 

 
3. In the case of pupils suspected to be or known to be under the influence of 

alcohol or substances 
 The pupil will be removed from class 
 The matter will be investigated by the Principal/Deputy Principal or Year Head 
 Steps outlined in 1 and 2 above will apply 

 
4. In the event where a pupil is found to be dealing/supplying illegal substances 
 The pupil will be suspended from school 
 The Gardai will be informed 
 Parents of the pupil will be informed 
 Information re counselling/support groups will be offered to parents 
 The Principal will apply to have the student excluded from the school 
5. Smoking 
 The school rules will apply 

 



The Principal will take possession of substance and drug paraphernalia and notes all 
items and hands them over to Gardai.  A written record of the event will be made. 
 
In the event of a recurrence of substance misuse or serious misbehaviour exclusion 
from school will be sought 
 
Media. 
 
The Principal or designated person will deal with the media without commenting on 
individual cases while an investigation is in progress.  The school authorities will always 
seek to balance the needs of the school population as a whole. 
 
Review 
 
The review date will be set for the end of an academic year. 
 
The Board of Management ratified this policy on the 16 May 2006 

 
 
 
 


