
 

TRANSITION YEAR NEWSLETTER 

         Junior Cert Results 
By Lauren Fitzmaurice, Carolyn Hulbert, Sarah Yeates, & Chloe Bissett 

September 14th 2016 finally came 
around. This was the day that all the 
current Transition Years were antici-
pating. The Junior Cert results were 
being released, and all the Transition 
Years gathered together in the P.E 
hall to share this experience to-
gether. 
   A week before the results were re-
leased, we decided to interview a 
couple of students about how they 
were feeling. One student said they 
were “worried about Irish, especially 
paper two” but said they were 
“feeling good” about French, and 
would advise current third year stu-
dents to “study from the start”. An-
other student described the music 
exam as being “quite erratic” and ad-
vises music students to “not treat 
music as a doss.” Overall, the higher 
level maths paper and the higher 
level Irish paper seemed to be the 

ones causing the most worry for students, 
one saying “ Irish and Maths were ridicu-
lously hard, I'm just hoping for a pass.” 
However, students were feeling “hopeful” 
about Geography and Science,  saying 
them exams were fair.” 
 

There was a 0.6% increase in the number 
of A’s in higher level Irish nationally,  
There was an increase in the amount of 
A’s and B’s in ordinary level maths, how-
ever there was also an increase in the 
amount of fails. 
The languages also saw an increase in 
the amount of A grades in both levels. 
Science saw one of the biggest falls, with 
9.6% of students receiving an A grade, 
compared to 10.3% last year. 
Overall students were saying the Junior 
Cert was a ‘challenging but rewarding ex-
perience’ that took ‘ a lot of hard work’ but 
‘that it ‘was worth it in the end’. 
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September: 
 

On Monday the 10th, Tuesday the 11th, Thursday the 13th, Friday the 
14th and Monday the 17th we had a Matrix Work-shop all about life 
choices and thinking outside the box with a man called Malcolm.  
We learned all about how to decide what paths we should take and 
how to be happy for life.  
 

On Friday 16th at 11:30am-12:30am the TY students had a Mental 
Health Talk with Childline. The talk consisted of advice and points on 
how to sustain a healthy mind and body and how to enjoy life more. 
 

On Thursday the 22nd the TY students had a talk about Road Safety 
from a Garda that lasted from 2pm-4pm. The garda told us about how 
dangerous the road can be if you don't know what you're doing and 
how to deal with different situations involving the road. 
 

On Monday 26th at 9am we had a talk from the ISPCC about Child-
line and how not to prank call them as they are always very busy. 
 

October: 
 

On the 6th and 7th of October there was a Movie Making Module 
where students learnt skills about cameras and cinematography and a 
little bit on how to act. 
 

Also on the 7th we had a Scuba Diving Talk from Ralph and Gearoid 
about the PADI diving course that's taking place throughout the year 
for 4th years. We were shown all the equipment and told what we 
would be doping if we did the course and how it is a course for life. 
 

 

Transition Year News  
By Jason Kennedy and Scott McCabe 
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Movie Making 
By Joey Yeap, Chloe Bissett and Aoife Carthy 
 
 
On the 6th and 7th of September 24 fourth year stu-
dents took part in a movie making course. Kevin and 
David were in C2 waiting for us in the morning of the 
6th of September. We introduced ourselves and they 
asked us what our favourite movies were. 
 

   David showed us how to make a trailer. We were 
split into 3 groups and we were asked to make a 
trailer. We all chose a horror theme. In our three 
groups we chose a movie idea. 
 

-Group 1: A boy and a girl swap bodies due to a book 
of curses. 

-Group 2 :1920’s crime detective case. 

-Group 3: a boy went to get a bottle of water and gets 
stuck in the vending machine. 
 

We voted for the best two movies. Then we were split 
into two groups and made a movie each.  We spent 
the whole 6th of September making the movie we 
chose. We continued on with the making on the 7th 
until lunch time. After lunch time we edited the movie 
and showed the movies to the 24 people. 
 

    Kevin was a contestant in the X-Factor in 2015 and 
David showed us the video of X-Factor. The video was 
really funny. If you want to see it type ‘Rock and Rose 
X-Factor’ on YouTube. 
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Trump or Hillary?  

A Divided America 
By Robert Richmond 
 

As President Obama wraps up his presidency after 8 years, the time has come for America 
to elect its next president, and this had led to quite possibly the strangest election in Ameri-
can history. 
 

To call Obama divisive would be an understatement. He won over a lot of people with his 
charisma, natural likeability and promises for equal rights for everyone but lost a lot of sup-
port with some of his more questionable policies like Obamacare and for him being accused 
of being a cowardly puppet. 
 

Thus, America was thrust into a choice for their next president. The election would take 
place in 2016 and two likely frontrunners emerged early on. 

Clinton vs. Bush… again 

Long rumoured to be running in  
2016, Hillary Clinton  entered the  
Race very early on and with her 
 name, experience and backing,  
she soon became the favourite to  
win the whole thing and a certainty 
 to win the  Democratic nomination. 
 

However, where there is a Clinton there  
must be a Bush and soon Jeb Bush, 
brother of George Jr and son of George 
Sr, announced his run. Because of his 
family’s name and pull he became the 
likely Republican Nominee. 
 

  

Feel the Bern 

Democratic senator of Vermont Bernie Sanders entered the race as an opposition to 
Clinton. Despite being the oldest candidate in the race, he was a hit with the young vot-
ers, thanks to his spotless past,  progressive ideals and promises on college and mari-
juana. Hillary’s guaranteed win soon became less likely as her and Sanders were soon 
in a virtual tie in the polls, however Sander’s radical ideas drew some criticism as some 
claimed they were not democratic and were communist. 

... 
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And thus, Americans were expecting                                                          
a Clinton vs Bush matchup once again, as 
it was rare for an election to not feature a 
member of either family. 
 

However, two wildcard candidates en-
tered the race and the seemingly straight-
forward election soon became unpredict-
able.... 
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Make America Great Again 

 

Businessman and multi-billionaire Donald Trump entered 
the race in June 2015 and his campaign was widely seen 
as a joke by many. His criticism of illegal immigrants was 
seen as racist and his policies (like building a wall) ridicu-
lous. Many comedians laughed that they were so happy he 
ran because he gave them so much material to make fun 
of. 
 

He was dismissed as a racist bigot and essentially no-one 
took him seriously. 
 

But little did the media know that he was actually saying 
what has been building up in many American’s heads un-
der the 7 and a half years of Obama... 
 

The Debates 

 

Republican 

 

The Republican debates were very crowded with over 18 candidates running. The presence of Donald Trump 
was interesting to many as the people wanted to see how he would do in the field as he was new to politics, 
going up against professionals who’ve been doing this for years. 
 

But, unexpectedly, Trump absolutely annihilated his opposition. Despite some very questionable comments 
and statements, he undoubtedly won every debate he took part in. Despite a lack of a clear plan, his tactics in 
tearing down his opponents were unlike anything the public had ever seen in politics. His branding of oppo-
nents proved to be very popular tactic (‘Lyin’ Ted’, ‘Weak Jeb’, ‘Little Marco’ and, perhaps most famously, 
‘Crooked Hillary’). At first Trump focused his attacks on Jeb Bush, the presumptive nominee as he was 
Trump’s biggest threat. He called him ‘low energy’ and a ‘puppet’ for his donors. Despite attempting to fight 
back, Jeb was destroyed by Trump and soon dropped out due to low polling numbers. 
 

The race was now all over the place as the assumed winner was quickly dispatched. They shifted attention to 
Marco Rubio but he was tag teamed by Trump and another debater, Chris Christie. Trump became the likely 
winner, to the surprise of everyone (including the Republican party). Despite some states lost to Ted Cruz, he 
easily dispatched of his other opponents as, in a crazy turn of events, the man who had absolutely no political 
experience single handedly tore down 17 of the country’s top Republicans. 
 

Democrat 

 

The Democratic debates where a much more straightforward 
 affair with far less candidates and only 2 candidates people  
actually cared about, Sanders and Clinton. No one paid the ot 
her candidates any attention and they soon dropped out.  
These were now all about Clinton vs Sanders. 
 

They often swapped places in the lead and in terms of who won 
 the debates, but despite a massive movement with Sanders, 
 Hillary was still expected to take the nomination without much  
hassle due to her winning more states. 
 

However many Sanders supporters questioned the wins for 
 Hillary, proclaiming corruption and rigging was afoot. They 
 were dismissed until a massive blow to her support came when 
proof of bias was revealed. 
 

NEWS 



Candidates announced 

 

This went pretty much exactly as expected. Trump took the Republican nomination at the RNC, much to the 
party’s dismay, but the Republican party decided to run with him seeing as how he was democratically elected 
and certainly had a lot of support. They would, however, try to rein him from some of his more outlandish state-
ments and gave him a teleprompter for speeches, so he could stay on topic. When he took the nomination 
many of his rivals refused to endorse him, disgusted a man like him had seized power. Most notably, Ted Cruz 
(though he recently backtracked and endorsed him later) and Jeb Bush refused to support him as did Mitt 
Romney, who ran against Obama in 2012. 
 

Hillary did end up taking the Democratic nomination at the DNC, albeit in a much closer race and under contro-
versy at the time. The Democrat party were very happy about this as they were very much pushing for her but 
the public was very spilt. Sanders supporters were disgusted at Hillary taking (or stealing, depending on who 
you ask) the nomination from the person the public wanted more and they were claiming corruption was afoot. 

The Wikileaks Scandal 

 

 

It’s impossible to talk about Hillary’s win without bringing up quite possibly 
the biggest blow to her support, the Wikileaks emails. On July 19th, just 
days before the DNC where Hillary would officially take the nomination, 
Wikileaks hacker Guccifer 2.0 leaked tens of thousands of emails from the 
Democratic Party, confirming Sanders’ supporters worst fears, the race was 
rigged the entire time and Sanders was never considered or taken seriously 
as a nominee by the party at all. The leaked documents revealed the de-
mocratic party collaborating with Clinton the entire time and rigging the race 
from the beginning in multiple ways. When discussing the possibility of 
Sanders becoming president, the head of the DNC just replied with it being 
a silly idea and “He isn’t going to be president.” They also considered start-
ing false claims about his campaign being a mess, trying to out him as an 
atheist to reduce his support among religious voters and they then reduced 
polling areas for Sanders in key states making it harder for his supporters to 
vote for him. They also had a mole in his campaign. 
 

The people were up in arms once this was revealed and Clinton’s poll num-
bers plummeted to a point where some people were saying Donald Trump 
actually has a shot now. Clinton did not address the claims in interviews but 
the head of the DNC resigned and joined Hillary’s campaign. Sanders also 
admitted defeat and endorsed her, but his endorsement rang hollow and 
very few Sanders supporters actually believed he was genuine, with some 
going as far as to say his life was threatened. Almost half of the attendees 
walked out of the DNC convention when Hillary was announced as the win-
ner in protest. 
 

The Wikileaks scandal is far from over however as founder Julian Assange 
later claimed this was only the beginning of the dirt he has on Clinton and he 
has promised he will release more emails with worse information the closer 
to the election. He is dubbing his next release the ‘October surprise’ and has 
gone as far as to say his next leak will get Hillary arrested, though that is 
very doubtful. He later announced it will not be one big release but rather 
multiple smaller leaks building up to election day, each leak getting worse 
and worse. 
 

It is also heavily rumoured that another group also got a hold of her 33,000 
deleted emails as Secretary of State. They are expected to be released 
around November 1st, exactly one week before the election. 
 

Whether Hillary can get past this or not is yet to be seen but the information 
that this was not a presidential election but instead a coronation of Hillary 
has put a massive dent in her support among former Sanders supporters. 
 

US presidential candidates  Donald  
Trump (Republican) and Hilary Clinton 

( Democratic) 
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Head-to-head 
 

The debates between Trump have broken records as the 
most watched presidential debates in history. NBC hosted 
the first debate and provided the first moderator, Lester 
Holt. The debate was watched by 80 million people, with a 
majority saying Clinton won due to being prepared and hav-
ing a long experience in politics. Despite this, the polls, 
though leaning towards Clinton, still were very close. 
 

The second debate was a much more close and entertain-
ing affair. Hosted by Anderson Cooper of CNN and Martha 
Raddatz of ABC. Trump had tapes of him from 2005 talking 
in private with another man where he made derogatory 
comments towards women. This allowed him to ‘take the 
shackles off’ and pull no punches. He was mentored by 
Nigel Farage, the man who made ‘Brexit’ happen. He also 
brought multiple women who accused Bill Clinton of rape 
and Hillary of silencing them. Despite this, she kept a clear 
head and urged women not to vote for a man like him. The 
second debate was a bloodbath with lots of quippy one-
liners exchanged. The winner was hotly debated. The me-
dia polls (CNN) showed a solid Clinton victory but online 
polls (TIME, Drudge) showed a major Trump one, but the 
majority of people said Trump performed much better than 
expected. 
 

The third debate was a lot more civil than the second, 
though they still refused to shake hands. This was one of 
the most watched debates in TV history and, though it was 
still exciting, it wasn’t the bloodbath the second was. The 
debate was hosted by Chris Wallace of FOX News, who 
was widely praised for his performance and unbiased atti-
tude. Clinton was once again considered the winner, due to 
sticking to policy, however Trump won with undecided vot-
ers. 

VP Debate 
 
After the first debate, Hillary’s running mate Sena-
tor of Virginia Tim Kaine and Trump’s running 
mate former Governor of Indiana Mike Pence, 
took part in a debate hosted by MSNBC. In the 
only debate where online opinion polls and media 
polls matched up, Mike Pence was declared the 
winner rather easily. Tim Kaine was widely criti-
cised for interrupting both Pence and the host, 
Elaine Quijano, over 70 times. Despite Mike 
Pence’s extremely conservative views and dis-
agreements with Trump on certain issues, most 
felt he was far more reasonable and many Re-
publicans actually wanted him as President. He 
also did something Trump didn’t, expand and give 
detail. He laid out clear plans on policies and 
made a Trump presidency less insane-sounding. 
However with how sincere and smooth talking he 
was, as well his him not defending Trump on cer-
tain issues, many questioned if he was planning a 
2020 or 2024 run. 

 

Trump Controversies 

 

 

Oh boy, where do we begin? First off, from the get-go his campaign’s message 
was accused of being racist, particularly him calling illegal immigrants ‘rapists’ 
and a call for a ban on all Muslims entering the USA after the Orlando shooting 
(which he has since went back on, instead opting for ‘extreme vetting’). He has 
never held public office in his life. Going back, we have his tax returns (or lack 
thereof) and playboy lifestyle. We had the leaked Trump Tapes, which showed 
him behind the scenes of ‘The Apprentice’ in 2005 saying how he’s attracted to 
beautiful women and ‘just starts kissing them’ and using sexually explicit lan-
guage. We also now have numerous allegations of groping, though the legiti-
macy of these allegations are highly contested. We have his flip-floppy stance 
on things like abortion (was for it, now against it, probably to appeal to conser-
vative voters) among others. His mocking tactics were also seen as petty and 
bullying behaviour. He is a very polarizing candidate but his supporters are 
very loyal and remain undeterred by his polarizing remarks. 

 

NEWS 



 

Clinton Controversies 
 

Because of her long and tumultuous career in 
politics, she has possibly even more scandals 
than Trump. I already covered Wikileaks, her 
most damaging and ongoing scandal to date. 
There’s the fact that the vast majority of Ameri-
cans see her as untrustworthy (a claim later 
reinforced by her leaked Wikileaks saying she 
has a ‘public position’ on things and a ‘private 
position’), though to be fair, the majority also 
see Trump as temperamentally unfit for the 
presidency. Her health was a massive scandal 
in the summer after she collapsed at a 9/11 
memorial but has mostly died down due to a 
lack of further symptoms and her looking 
awake and refreshed at the debates. Perhaps 
the majority of her scandals are not even from 
this election, as she is in politics a long time.  
 

Predictions 

 

With an election this crazy, anything can 
still happen. Most polls show a Hillary win 
and I would say if the election is held today, Hillary Clinton will win. Trump’s scandals 
are too fresh and she’s performed well for the past month after a shaky summer. I 
wouldn’t completely count him out yet however. Wikileaks are obviously holding on to 
something big because Julian Assange seems very confident in what he has as well as 
her rumoured deleted email leak and one more Clinton scandal will likely be the straw 
that breaks the camel’s back. If Trump ignores the scandals and focuses on policy, he 
will win back enough support in my opinion. The biggest toss up are undecided voters, 
who will likely go to Trump as if they haven’t made their mind up about Clinton yet, they 
won’t vote for her. Of course, there is also the currently tense relations between America 
and Russia and Hillary’s very vocal disdain for Putin mightn’t help. 
 

And as the old saying goes- ‘It’s always darkest before the Don.’ 
 

For fun, I’m guessing the 2020 Election- 
 

If Hillary wins- Hillary vs Paul Ryan. Ryan will win. 
 

If Trump wins- Trump vs Michelle Obama. Michelle will win. 
 

Thanks for reading! 
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Like Trump, she is very flip-floppy on is-
sues (was against gay marriage for a long 
time, now for it) and the infamous Ben-
ghazi Incident, where 4 Americans were 
brutally tortured and killed after she and 
Obama refused more security from extrem-
ists. She took all responsibility. Her 
‘insider’-ness both helps and hurts her. 
One the one hand, it shows she is experi-
enced in politics and knows what it’s like 
unlike Trump, on the other hand it once 
again shows Americans how much she is 
owned by billionaires (like George Soros) 
and Wall Street and does not represent the 
people. Her husband Bill has been ac-
cused of rape multiple times though this 

has seemingly little to do with her. 



Literacy Class 
 
This year, I am part of the ’Literacy’ class. This is a class where we 
devise new ideas to encourage the students to become more inter-
ested in words and definitions. So far this year we have painted 
words onto windows with their definitions. We have selected some 
obscure words (such as dab) or thematic words, like words to do 
with mental health on mental health awareness week and words re-
lated to Halloween coming up to the end of October. 
 
We have found that students don’t really pay much attention to the 
“Literacy Board” but they do in fact, stop and read the words on the 
windows around the school. Countless people now know the defini-
tion of words such as “supercilious” or “paradox”. Hopefully these 
words can continue to encourage students to take an interest in 
English and literacy for the rest of the year. 
 

Woodwork 

 

In Transition Year Tara and I choose to study woodwork to experi-
ence what it’s like to construct an item with wood. We first learned 
theory on the tools and how to use them. We were then given a 
wooden block and we were given measurements and had to con-
struct a T joint. After we sawed the T joint we then used sandpaper 
to smooth the surface. Currently we are working on constructing a 
wooden box. However this is only one of many projects we do in 
class.  
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New TY Subjects  
by Tara Lambert., Emma Chalkley and Chris McFadden 
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 Debs 2016  
By Emer Kenny 
 

The 2016 Debs were said to be a great night by all that went. 
There were a range of outfits from two pieces to ball gowns. 
There was also a huge range of colours in the dresses. Some 
of my personal favourites on the night were grey with jewels on 
the collar, black with a sheer back with diamonds, plain red with 
a scoop back and a turquoise v-necked dress.  

 

The dresses weren’t the only ones that stole the show, how-
ever. There were many boys who decided to channel their inner 
Conor McGregor by wearing tight-fit checkered suits. Most peo-
ple met at the PSLC at six o’clock and all took party buses to 
the venue.  

 

The event took place in The Osprey Hotel, Naas. It must have 
been a good night as many of the students only returned home 
in time to stand outside the school at 8:45 the next morning and 
greet all the school-goers. Awards were also given on the night 
which included funniest boy (Cian O’Daly) and funniest girl 
(Orla Healy). The King and Queen of the debs was awarded to 
Mark Nugent and Orla Healy. The awards were presented by 
Cian O’Daly. Everyone was also treated to a meal before the 
awards were presented. Everyone who attended said it was a 
fantastic night and they all enjoyed themselves immensely.   
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An Interview with Mr Cogavin  

'I want to be hip, cool and down with it'  
By Melissa Kelly and Suzannah Quinn  

 
What is your favourite song? 

Definitely, Kill em with Kindness by Selena Gomez. 
 

Favourite Quote? 

‘Those who fail to study history, are doomed to repeat the 
failures of the past’ 
 

Favourite Colour? 

Purple like most of the shirts I wear. 
 

What College did you go to? 

I did an Arts degree in UCD, I went to Garbally College for 
secondary school in Ballinasloe. 
 

What did you do this summer? 

I went to DisneyLand Paris and to the Euros with my friends! 
 

Did you always aspire to be a Teacher? 

At first I wanted to be a farmer! 
 

What’s your favourite county? 

Roscommon of course, that’s where the farm is. 
 

How do you find Portmarnock? 

Great school, having wonderful experiences here. 
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‘Scary Movie 2’ -  Review  

By Jade Lewis 
 

Director: Keenen Ivory Wayans 

Release date: July 4th 2001 

Star rating: 3 stars 

Cast:     Cindy Campbell played by Anna Farris 

              Ray played by Shawn Wayans 

              Brenda Meeks played by Regina Hall 

              Theo played by Kathleen Robertson 

                                          

Plot 

At the beginning  of the film Megan Voorhees becomes possessed by the ghost 
of Hugh Kane, the house's previous owner. The other calls two priests to the 
house; Father McFeely and Father Harris, but the exorcism doesn’t go to plan. 
Father McFeely responds by pulling out a gun and shooting Megan. 

Meanwhile (one year after the first movie) Cindy Campbell, Brenda Meeks, Ray 
Wilkins and Shorty Meeks are in college trying to live new lives after the events 
of the first movie. Professor Oldman and his charming paraplegic assistant, 
Dwight Hartman plan to study the paranormal activity at a local haunted man-
sion called Hell House (the house in the opening scene). That night, Cindy 
hears voices directing her to a secret room, where she and Buddy discover the 
diary of Hugh Kane's wife. Seeing her portrait, they note Cindy's resemblance 
to her. Meanwhile, other teens also experience bizarre encounters. After Dwight 
equips the teens with weapons that can injure their spectral enemy, they are 
pursued throughout the mansion. Hanson gets possessed by Kane. Cindy, 
Brenda, and Theo team up to fight him, but wind up defeated. 

My thoughts on the movie 

Scary Movie 2 was a little less shocking than its predecessor. I actually enjoyed 
most of it. There was a lot of unnecessary language and scenes in it, some 
scenes were very dramatic but very enjoyable. Overall I did enjoy the movie. I 
would recommend the movie for people fifteen years or older. 
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ARIES March 21-April 19 

Aries, you are highly competitive and you are a natural leader. You will be very 

    impatient with people this month. If you get into gear now you’ll be ready for  

    success for the rest of the year. You tend to set unrealistic goals but if you work  

    hard, you will reach them. Your compatibility this month is with Gemini but you 

    are not compatible with Virgo. 

Horoscopes  
By Aoife Carthy, Kimberley Healy & Chloe Byrne 

TAURUS  April 19-May 20  
  Taurus, be cautious and doubtful of new and unusual situations. You are quite stubborn 

and don’t often change your mind. You will stand up to people who  have held you back this 
month. You have few but close relationships. You are compatible with Cancer and you are 
not compatible with Gemini. 

GEMINI  May 20-June 20   
Gemini, you tend to be very witty, intelligent and like to be well informed. You prefer not to talk about 
your deeper feelings but you’re usually persuasive and charming. Someone important will leave your life 
this month but someone better will take their place. Be careful of Taurus as you are not compatible with 
them this month however, you are compatible with cancer.   

CANCER  June 21- July 22 

Cancer, you are sensitive and moody but you are also very imagi-
native. You are optimistic and silly most times. On a bad day, your 

emotions tend to be all over the place and you can be very harsh 
when speaking. Be mindful as you might become self-obsessed 
this month. Whatever takes place at the beginning of October will 
colour events in November, making you more creative and also 
more business-like. You are most compatible with Libra and your 
worst enemy is Aquarius 

PISCES February 10-March 20  
Pisces, you are selfless and always lend a helping hand. You never ask for any-
thing in return for your actions. You are quite artistic. You are also  content with 
yourself and are happy in your relationships. This month you will be faced with 
difficult choices but you will have a shoulder to lean on. Be strong and courageous 

and take anything that comes your way. You are compatible with Cancer but you 
are not compatible with Gemini. 

 

 LIBRA September 22nd-October 23rd     
 

   Libra, put everything into your relationships and that will soon pay off  because a new love Interest will be 
entering your life soon but remember your friends when this person comes. Libra, you can tell a person's per-
sonality as soon as you meet them so trust your instincts this month. You are not compatible with other Leos 
this month and you are compatible with Capricorn 

FEATURES 



Horoscopes 
VIRGO  24 August-22 September  
Virgo, you are lethargic and may put off important things. Sometimes you can be 
over critical and have a hard time relaxing but you tend to be practical and respon-
sible. You enjoy helping others but be careful picking your friends this month, some-
one is not who you think they are. Also be careful what you say to your friends and 
family this month, your words can be very hurtful. Good luck will come your way this 
week. You are not compatible with Leo this month. You are compatible with Aries. 

       

LEO  July 22nd-August 22nd  
Leo, this month you will be confident. You will not be letting anyone get 
to you. You will let every worry that you have go. Only concentrate on 
the people who matter most to you. You are a loyal friend. You are a 
tough person but you can get hurt very easily and you get upset over 
little things. You are compatible with Libra. You are not compatible with 
Scorpio this month. 

SCORPIO  October 23rd-November 21st 
Scorpio, this month you are fierce! You love a good fight. 
You are    strong and courageous, but you are very com-
manding and passionate. You are driven, dedicated and 
loyal. This month you will be ambitious and good things 
such as outstanding grades or a promotion in work are 
coming to you. This month, you are compatible with Can-
cer. You are not compatible with Leo. 

 

 SAGITTARIUS November 21st-December 21st 
Sagittarius, this month you are all about having a good time! You are going to tell it how it is and you 
are going to enjoy going to different places. You are generous and forgiving even when you don’t want 
to be. You will connect emotionally to someone this month and you will start a new relationship. For this 

month, you are compatible with Aquarius. You are not compatible with Cancer.  

 

AQUARIUS January 20th- February 20th 
You tend to keep feelings to yourself and bottle feelings up. You want to analyze every-
thing and everyone but you can be a mystery and difficult to figure out. Relationships with 
people are going to get better with your aggression under control and with increasing pa-

tience. Your best friend this month is Libra and your worst enemy is Cancer  

 

                CAPRICORN December 21st- January 21st 
Capricorn, this month you will be very independent. You are a great observer and listener. You obey rules but in the 
end you like to do your own thing. You are very observant. Do what you think is right. You are often polite but you 

have strong opinions. You can be self-centred. You are self-conscious and take many people's opinions to heart. 
You are compatible with Taurus and you are not compatible with Leo for this month.  
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Food for thought…. 
Inspired by Ms Mc William’s ‘Sandwich 
Board’  
By Carolyn Hulbert, Lauren Fitzmaurice and  Melissa Kelly 

 

1- If you try and succeed, which have you done? 

2- Have you ever imagined a world with no hypothetical situa-
tions? 

3- Why is the word ‘dictionary’ in the dictionary? 

4- Why is the word ‘abbreviated’ so long? 

5- Why is a boxing ring square? 

 
Did you know that? 

1- The average garden snail has over 14,000 teeth. 
2- Starfish have five eyes. 
3- You can’t hum while holding your nose closed. 
4- An octopus has three hearts. 
5- Humans share 98% of their DNA with chimps, 70% with 
slugs & 50%  with bananas. 
6- It is impossible to lick your own elbow. 
7- If you keep a goldfish in a dark room, it will eventually turn 
white. 
8- At birth, a kangaroo is smaller than a cherry. 
9- You can’t fold a piece of paper in half more than nine times. 
10- Insects don’t have lungs. 
11- Eskimos have more than 50 words for snow. 
12- Giant squid’s eyes are the same size as basketballs.  
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 What type of student are you? 
By Tara Lambert 
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All-Ireland Football Championship Final 
2016 
By Mark Liston 

Dublin 2-09 Mayo 0-15 
Scorers: 
Dublin: Dean Rock 0-04 Paddy Andrews 0-02 John Small Brian Fenton Diarmuid 
Connolly 0-01 Kevin McLoughlin Colm Boyle 1-00 (own goals) 
Mayo: Cillian O’Connor 0-07 Donal Vaughan Andy Moran 0-02 Patrick Durcan Andy 
Parsons Alan Dillon Jason Doherty 0-01 
There was no winner of the All-Ireland senior football final on the 18th of Septem-
ber as the match ended in a draw. Mayo’s two own goals kept Dublin in the match 
as their performance left a lot to be desired. Standout performances came from Cil-
lian O’Connor, Dean Rock and Paddy Andrews provided a couple of crucial scores 
off the bench. Dublin’s path to the final included wins against Laois, Meath, West-
meath, Donegal and Kerry. Mayo’s path to the final however included wins against 
London, Fermanagh, Kildare, Westmeath, Tyrone, and Tipperary but their cam-
paign included a defeat against Galway in the Connacht semi-final. The replay will 
again be held in Croke Park on the Saturday the 1st of October. 
In the minor final before the senior match Kerry beat Galway 3-7 to 0-09 also! 
 

All Ireland Football Championship Final 
Replay 2016 
By Mark Liston 

           Dublin 1-15 Mayo 1-14 
Scorers: 
Dublin: Dean Rock: 0-09 Diarmuid Connolly: 1-01 Cormac Costello: 0-03 Ber-
nard Brogan 0-01 
Mayo: Cillian O'Connor 0-9 Lee Keegan 1-0 Patrick Durcan 0-02 Diarmuid 
O'Connor 0-01 
Dublin won the All-Ireland Football Championship for the 27th time on Saturday 
the 1st of October beating Mayo by just one point. If it wasn’t for Cillian O’Con-
nor’s missed free to level the match at the end, the game would have been 
taken to extra time. Michael Fitzsimons, Cian O’Sullivan, Dean Rock and Diar-
muid Connolly all contributed good performances. Cillian O’Connor had a good 
game but his missed free put a dampener on his year. 
It was also a good season for Dublin players individually as they received 11 
nominations for the GPA All Stars with Mayo having 11 also. 
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All-Ireland Football Championship Finals 2016 
By Amy Kavanagh     
For the second time in four seasons, Mayo and Dublin faced each other on football's 
biggest day. Reigning champions Dublin were bidding for a 26th title, while Mayo were 
seeking just a fourth success, and a first since 1951. Mayo were the first county to 
reach the All-Ireland final through the qualifiers since 2010 when both Cork and Down 

qualified. 

Jim Gavin was in his fourth season as Dublin manager, leading them to Leinster titles 
in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 and to  All-Ireland titles in 2013 and 2015. 

Dublin’s championship record under Gavin read: Played 23; Won 21, Drew 1, Lost 1. 
The only defeat was against Donegal in the 2014 All-Ireland semi-final. 

Stephen Rochford was in his first season as Mayo manager but had All-Ireland win-
ning experience, having steered Corofin (Galway) to success in the senior club final 
last year. 

Dublin were attempting to win the All-Ireland two-in-a-row for the first time since 1976-
77.Mayo were seeking their first win over Dublin since the 2012 All-Ireland semi-final. 
The counties had met eight times since then, with Dublin winning six and drawing two. 

Saturday 1st October 

Dublin 1-15      Mayo 1-14 

What a thrilling final replay it was, for the entire match Dublin and Mayo were neck to 
neck! Both teams played right until the end and it could have been anyone’s game as 
there was only a point in it as the final whistle was blown. A brilliant result for ‘The 
Dubs’; what an entertaining and tense match to have watched! 
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All-Ireland Hurling Championship Final 
2016 
By Mark Liston 

          Tipperary 2-29  Kilkenny 2-20 
Scorers: 
Kilkenny: TJ Reid 0-11 K Kelly 1-02 R Hogan 1-01 E Larkin 0-02 P Walsh 0-02 W. 
Walsh 0-01 C Buckley 0-01 
Tipperary: S. Callanan 0-13 J. O’Dwyer 1-05 J. McGrath 1-03 Patrick Maher 0-02 
 J. Forde 0-02 S. Kennedy 0-01 Pádraic Maher 0-01 D. McCormack 0-01 
               N. McGrath 0-01 
 
Tipperary won the the All-Ireland Hurling Championship for the 27th time on the 
4th of September beating Kilkenny by 9 points. It is fair to say Tipperary domi-
nated the final with a standout performance in particular from Seamus Callanan 
who was key to Tipperary’s win. Tipperary's path to the final included beating 
Cork, Limerick, Waterford, Galway and finally Kilkenny. 
The Senior Hurling Championship wasn't the only title a Tipperary team won that 
Sunday as the minor team also triumphed beating Limerick 1-21 to 0-17. 
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 Dublin V Cork 
Sunday September 25th 

 

                       
What an intense game. The sides were level at 1-3 to 0-6 with 20 minutes 
remaining before Cork struck  four unanswered points between the 48th 
and 54th minutes.Then all of a sudden cork gave away a penalty to the 
dubs and Sinead Aherne smacked it into the back of the net. But it was too 
late as time was up and cork had won the match by a point. It was disap-
pointing for the girls, as the hawk eye was not in place for the final as 
Carla Rowe’s point was waved wide in the 22nd minute. It was a clear 
score and, ultimately, could have led to a draw at the final hooter. It was 
an overall tense and thrilling match but the dubs were just unfortunate. It 
also resulted in the sixth All Ireland title that Cork has won in a row. 
 

Final Score: 

Cork 1-7,  Dublin 1-6 

. 

All-Ireland Ladies Football Championship 
Final 2016 
By Amy Kavanagh 
 

Tbe road to the final: 

Quarter finals 

Mayo 2-10 - Westmeath 1-11 

Dublin 1-13 - Donegal 2-7 

Cavan 1-3 - Cork 3-17 

Monaghan 6-17 -  Kerry 1-16 

Semi finals 

Dublin 2-10 - Mayo 1-12 

Cork 2-10 - Monaghan 1-10 

V 



Aer Lingus College Football 

Georgia Tech VS Boston College 
By Scott McCabe 
On September 3rd college football was welcomed to Dublin for the fourth year 
running. There was huge anticipation for this game as the interest in American 
Football grows each year. The match was going to be one to remember. Sadly 
for all the American tourists the Irish weather was pretty awful with torrential 
rain. 

   The first quarter of the match was a tight one with Georgia Tech pulling ahead 
with an early touchdown to give them a seven point lead, but besides that the 
first quarter was pretty  dull except for the dabbing kids on the stadium camera. 

  The second quarter was a hard fought quarter with no clear chances just 
wasted opportunities by both teams.The crowd was still in good spirits though 
with the bands from both colleges blaring joyful music from their marching 
bands to give their fans and team the encouragement they needed. 
                              
With the start of the third quarter the mood of the stadium seemed to get a 
boost with an excellent drive and touchdown by Boston college. With the extra 
field go point being good the scores were now level at a 7-7 draw. 
 
The final quarter was the best quarter, with both teams going at each other full 
force with Boston college quarterback Patrick Towles scrambling to run in to get 
a touchdown,Georgia Tech replied instantly though with quarterback Justin Tho-
mas tossing the ball to runner Derek Mills, the scores were now level with the 
clock running down. Boston college received the ball but were unable to get 
anywhere with it,they punted the ball back to georgia tech and with a tremen-
dous drive georgia won the game with a field goal kick ! 17-14 the final score. 
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Dundalk’s Road to the Europa League 
By Chris McFadden 
 
Dundalk FC have recently made it through to the Uefa Europa League. They 
were extremely close to qualifying for the Champions League. This would’ve 
been a feat never before accomplished by an Irish footballing team. 
 
Dundalk won the Airtricity League in the 2015/16 season by 11 points which 
meant they got put into the Champions League qualifying rounds. They were 
never expected to get far in this campaign but they proved everyone wrong. Dun-
dalk’s first opponents were Icelandic side FH. They played their first leg in Dun-
dalk where they drew 1-1. They would have hoped for better but nevertheless 
they went to Iceland and drew 2-2 which meant they went through on the away 
goals rule. 
 
In the second qualifying round, Dundalk faced Belarusian champions, BATE Bo-
risov who are regulars in the champions league and were hot favourites to win 
this tie comfortably. BATE won the first leg in Belarus 1-0 and came to Dundalk in 
the second leg fully expecting to come away with another victory, but Dundalk 
came out like a house on fire from the outset and caused a major shock, by win-
ning the game 3-0! This put them through 3-1 on aggregate. 
 
Dundalk had made it to the final qualifying round where a win over the two legs 
would put them through to the Champions League. They got drawn against Pol-
ish Champions Legia Warsaw. Dundalk were yet again the underdogs in this tie, 
and this proved true when they were beaten 2-0 in the Aviva. Surely that put an 
end to all hopes of qualification. But in fairness to Dundalk, the went to Warsaw 
two weeks later and put up an amazing show of passion and determination. They 
went 1-0 up due to a stunning strike from Robbie Benson early on. They spent 
the rest of the game knocking on the door of the Legia defence and came ex-
tremely close to scoring on multiple occasions. But then right at the death, Legia 
broke on the counter and scored to make the match 1-1 and 3-1 on aggregate. 
This deflated the whole of Ireland but everybody was proud of the Dundalk lads 
for their amazing run against all odds. 
 
The defeat wasn’t the end for Dundalk. They qualified for the Europa League 
where they will now face AZ Alkmaar of the Netherlands, Zenit St Petersburg of 
Russia and Maccabi Tel Aviv of Israel. Hopefully the Dundalk boys can perform 
as well as they have during the qualifying. 



Most 

Popular Authors 2016 

1. J.K.Rowling 

2. Paula Hawkins 

3. Stephen King 

4. James Patterson 

5. Bella Forrest 

6. John Grisham 

7. Ransom Riggs 

8. George R.R. Martin 

9. Rick Riordan 

Most Popular Poets 2016  

 

1. Sylvia Plath 

2. William Shakespeare 

3. Emily Dickinson 

4. Robert Frost 

5. William Butler Yeats 

6. Oscar Wilde 

7. Edgar Allan Poe 

8. Mark Twain 

Creative Corner 
By Alannah Deery 



Most Popular Artists 2016 

1. Shawn Mendes 

2. Twenty One Pilots 

3. The Chainsmokers 

4. Rihanna 

5. Adele 

6. Sia 

7. Charlie Puth 

8. X Ambassadors 

9. Lukas Graham 

10. Taylor Swift 

 

 

 

Halloween Costume Ideas 2016 

1. Harley Quinn 

2. Alice { Alice Through the Looking Glass} 

3. Wonder Woman 

4. Michael J.Fox { Back To The Future} 

Creative Corner 
By Alannah Deery 
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