
On Thursday the 10th and Friday the 11th of 
February, 32 transition year students set off to 
Glendalough for the adventure journey aspect 
of their ‘Gaisce’ award. We met at the school 
carpark at 9:15, all wrapped up in our hats and 
scarves, ready for the long day ahead. The bus 
journey was exciting and fun, songs were 
sung, and everyone was looking forward to the 
two days ahead. 
  We reached Glendalough at around 11:00, 
and started the hike pretty much straight away. 
The hike was a shock to most of the students, 
as none of us were expecting it to be as tough 
as it was. We had our first lunch at 1:00, which 
was much needed after the morning we’d had. 
We then continued on hiking, taking regular 
breaks in order to regain some of our energy. 
Then after climbing a hill which was quite slip-
pery and scary, we had our second lunch sit-
ting on the boardwalk overlooking the lake, 
which was beautiful. We then continued on, 
until we reached the hostel at 7:00pm. 
  The hostel was called ‘An Óige’ and was 
definitely not what I was expecting. The 
rooms consisted of single and bunk beds, 
and a bathroom. After we were all given 
our rooms, we all got a chance to get our-
selves ready for dinner.  
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We then went down to the self-servicing kitchen and 
cooked our own meals. The meals ranged from 
pasta and hot dogs to sausage sandwiches and 
curry. We then all relaxed in the hostel reception 
until 10:00 pm before heading to bed. 
  The next morning we were awoken bright and early 
at 6:50 by Mr Dempsey, and we all went down for 
breakfast. After that we had to bring all of the sheets 
down to the laundry room and clean up our rooms. 
Then at 8:30, once we were all packed and ready to 
go, we began the second day of our adventure jour-
ney. We hiked for 5 hours the second day, part of 
which was up a waterfall. The views were just gor-
geous. We the arrived at the bus at 1:30pm, and 
arrived at the school at 2:30pm. 
  Overall, the trip was a great experience for every-
one who took part. We would like to thank 
Mr.Curran, Mr.Dempsey, Ms McGlynn and Ms. 
Hughes for making this trip possible for us.  

By  Lauren  Fitzmaurice 
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Cúrsa Cumrasáide with Gaelinn. 

This year, 10 transition year students were sent on a Media Course 
with Gaelinn, an organization which work to promote the Irish lan-
guage all over the country. The course lasted 5 days, and was done 
completely through the Irish language. The main focus of this course 
was to learn the basic skills used to create a radio show and a short 
film. 

  At first, we started by learning the most important terms that would 
be useful to us throughout the week. We were then put into groups, 
and started to write our own radio scripts. We got to pick everything 
from the ‘ord reatha’ to the ‘ceol aitheantas’, which i found to be 
really fun. We then practiced and practiced until we were ready to 
visit ‘Raidió na Life’ to record our show. 

  This was my highlight of the whole course, the whole experience in 
the radio station was incredible. We met with the ‘innealtóir fuaime’ 
who talked to us about how Irish radio works. Then it was our turn to 
enter the studio and record ! It was so funny and enjoyable to record 
the show, and also to listen to others record theirs. 

  On the last two days, Thursday and Friday, we created two short 
films. We came up with a storyline, script, and created a storyboard. 
We got to use these big cameras which were pretty cool, and we re-
corded our short films. We then had to edit the films, and add the 
music and sound effects, which was a difficult process, but it worked 
out well. 

  I have always had a great love for the Irish language, so the fact 
that this course was done completely through it made it even more 
amazing. 

‘Ba mhaith linn buíochas mór a ghábháil le Gaelinn agus lenár 
múinteoirí gaeilge le haghaidh an taithí iontach sin, bhaineamar an-
taitneamh as’. 

By Lauren Fitzmaurice  



 

On the 1st of December everyone in  
Ms.O’Driscoll’s TY music class trav-
elled 
 to Ballymun playschool for travelling  
children. We all learnt many Christ-
mas  
songs and had them prepared and 
ready  
to perform when over there. We learnt  
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer”,  
“Jingle Bells”, “Santa Claus Is Coming  
to Town”, “Silent Night” and “We Wish  
You a Merry Christmas”. We came to  
school all dressed in our Christmas 
 jumpers and Santa hats with our  
Instruments. Joey Yeap, Aoife Carthy,  
Hannah Murray and Hailey Bonner all purchased presents to 
bring. They bought Barbie dolls for the girls and toy trucks for the 
boys. With their left over money they bought a large toy kitchen 
for the school itself. We got some pictures in the school and then 
all got on the bus to leave for 9. We were all really excited and 
ready to go during the short drive on the bus. When we got there 
all the kids were sitting down and waiting for us to come in. We 
said “Hi” to them and Ms.O’Driscoll introduced us to them. We 
sang all of our songs and then the kids sang some that they had 
prepared themselves. We had a brother and sister sing a song 
together, a little girl sing “Barbie Girl” and all the class sing their 
songs. After the songs the class were surprised by a very special 
visitor that got them all excited. Santa and Mrs.Clause came and 
made sure they were all being good and gave them their pre-
sents. We then spent about an hour talking to the kids and play-
ing with them. They were all really well behaved and easy to 
play with. When we left we got a  big “Thank you” from all the 
kids and they looked delighted with their presents and the good 
day we all had. On the way home we made a stop into 
McDonalds then came home after having a fantastic day. 

TY Ballymun Trip 2016. 
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By Emer Kenny 



President Trump 

News 

Yes, really. It seemed like a joke to pretty much everyone that  
Donald Trump had managed to get this far. CNN gave him a 1 
% chance to win the Republican Nomination, The Huffington  
Post gave him a 1.5% chance to beat Hillary Clinton and the 
 New York Times had a 84% chance of Clinton winning with  
322 electoral votes to Trump’s 185. Yet here we are, and 
 Donald Trump has become President-Elect of the United  
States and pulled off quite possibly the greatest political  
upset of all time. In a year where Leicester won the Premier  
League, Brexit happened and Toblerones changed shape,  
Trump’s victory was perhaps the most surprising, and that’s  
saying something! 
 

On November 8th, Americans across the country went out to the polls to vote for their next presi-
dent. The choices, despite multiple third party candidates like Libertarian Gary Johnson and the 
Green Party’s Dr. Jill Stein, were essentially Democratic Nominee Hillary Clinton, former First 
Lady, Secretary of State and Senator of New York, and Republican Nominee Donald Trump, 
chairman of the Trump Organisation, multi-billionaire and business tycoon. Essentially every sin-
gle poll showed Clinton winning by around 4-5% and her victory was all but assumed by the me-
dia. 
 

Early on things looked good for Clinton, the Latino turnout had increased massively and more 
women usually vote than men. Also, 70% of voters said Trump’s language about women had 
bothered them, as opposed to 61% being bothered by Hillary’s use of a private email served and 
her subsequent deletion of 33,000 emails. She was leading most of the swing states like Florida, 
North Carolina and Ohio at the beginning of the count as well. 
 

However soon things took a bad turn for Hillary. While Latino voters did indeed increase, to the 
shock of most people, Trump received more women, black, latino and LGBT votes than Mitt 
Romney, who ran against Obama in 2012. He also beat Hillary with white women in a shocking 
twist, getting 53% of their vote. He also won in states where a Clinton victory was all but assured, 
like Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Michigan. Hillary’s supporters were seen crying at her victory 
celebration in New York, and were eventually told to leave by her advisor, John Podesta after 
Hillary conceded the election in a private call to Trump. Hillary show up for her rally, presumably 
gathering her thoughts and pulling herself together after a loss to and election she had been 
training for 40 years for and then lost to a businessman with no political experience. Under-
standably, she was very upset. 
 

On the other hand, Trump’s celebration was the complete opposite. The people there were filled 
with hope about the promises of a new America and a stunning upset, as Trump not only won, 
but won in an electoral landslide, getting 306 electoral votes to Clinton’s 232. The new President-
elect soon stepped out with his friends and family to publicly accept the result and expressed his 
goal to make them proud and unite the country. The speech showed a different Trump we had 
previously never seen, a far more calm, hopeful and gracious Trump. This led to many who hate 
Trump being cautiously optimistic as they hoped the person they saw on the campaign trail was 
just an act and now that Trump was honestly the President-Elect, he would become more quiet 
and reserved. 
 

In the most shocking political upset in our lifetimes, Donald Trump, who had taken up politics less 
than 2 years ago, had managed to defeat Hillary Clinton, a woman who in her own words was 
planning her campaign since she was in college, and become the President-Elect of the United 
States and the most powerful man in the world. 
 

By Robert Richmond  



 

Desire for change 

There are a lot of factors that played into Trump’s stunning victory but by far 
the largest was the desire for change and dissolution with the political estab-
lishment. Love him or hate him, Trump represents change that many Ameri-
cans have craved for. The same policies and character traits pushed Bernie 
Sanders as far as he got were what pushed Trump over the edge. Trump was 
an outsider, as he proved during the primaries he could not be bought or con-
trolled, and with four out of ten voters expressing a desire for change and 
seven in ten currently unhappy with the government, there was no way they 
would have voted in a woman who spent nearly her entire adult life in politics. 
Hillary also handled this aspect very poorly, as seeing Trump’s movement, 
she shifted the conversation to the fact that somehow because she was 
woman, that made her an outsider. Obama warned her not to do this and he 
had a far better tactic that Hillary didn’t use. At rallies, Obama brought up that 
Hillary should have shifted the conversation to embrace her experience as 
opposed to letting Trump make the narrative. Obama brought up that yes, 
Hillary does have a lot of experience with politics as opposed to Trump having 
nothing. This is what she should have focused on up but instead she took 

News 

How did Trump win? President Trump 



Community Care  
Amber Daly 

I did my community care placement in the Irish Cancer Society. For two weeks I organised 
clothes, tagged them, hung and sized them and steamed them. I started work at 8:30 and 
finished at 1:30. I also got a 15 minute break per day. The shop was quite busy as it was 
around Christmas time. Every single day people would come in with big bags of dona-

tions. Overall I enjoyed working there and I also learnt how to tag and steam clothes.  

Aoife Carthy  

I started my Community Care on the 8th of December and I finished on the 21st. I went to Creative 
Day’s playschool in Swords. My working hours were 9:15am-12:15pm. I stayed there for the full 
two weeks and I really enjoyed it. There was only two teachers,Fiona and Deirdre and there was 
16 kids. Fiona and Deirdre were both so nice and lovely, I felt really welcomed every time I started 
my day. It was a really small and close community. I learnt a lot there and gained a lot of experi-
ence. I also learnt a lot about myself. I realised I have more patience than I thought, I gained a lot 

more confidence in myself especially around kids) and I also learnt how to handle upset parents.   

The kids really enjoyed someone new being there to play with them. I spent everyday entertaining 
them and learning about their personalities. The playschool had such a buzz everyday because of 
the lead up to Christmas. The kids each had an extraordinary personality. They are all taught to 
love and respect each other and you could really see that in them when someone was hurt or 
missing their parents, for example. I also swept, wiped down tables, I washed paint brushes and 
did a lot of office related work. I read the kids stories, I comforted them, I played with them and I 

helped them with their songs for their Christmas play. 

I think the best and most important thing I got out of this experience is that I know I want a career 
in childcare. Before community care, I had no clue what I wanted to do. I’m really happy that I got 

this opportunity because I got so much out of it.  

Alannah Derry 

Community Care lasted two weeks from the 8th of December to the 21st of December and I spent 
it  helping out my neighbours. Everyone was very nice and showed me what would involved with 

the client for the two weeks. 

I did my two weeks of community care helping a disabled person with their daily life, meet-
ing the other helpers and seeing how things were run. Everyone was very nice and positive, I’ll 

admit I had my doubts and fears but it wasn’t so bad. 

I helped out with the basics like getting the shopping, cleaning up and going out for walks 
with my client. Each day was slightly different. I thought I would dislike this experience but it wasn’t 

as bad as I made it out to be in my head. 

I have never had experience with caring for someone before especially someone in a wheelchair 

but I think I did quite well considering I have experience only babysitting for other neighbours. 

Overall I think I did quite well but given the choice I would opt for something different in the future. 

Kim Healy   

I had originally planned to do the first week in Oxfam in Malahide and the next week in St. 
Gabriel’s Nursing Home. The first week in Oxfam was going well, my hours were 1:30 until 5:30. I 
enjoyed working at the till and sorting through donations. The manager was very friendly and help-

ful 

The two weeks went by slowly, my jobs were similar each day. I learned how to sort and 
steam clothes, I organised the shop and I priced clothes. I was given a diary to complete for each 
day of community care. It asked questions such as, ‘what jobs do you like doing?’, ‘what do you do 

in case of a fire?’ and ‘what skills have you learned?’ etc. 

News 



News 

Jade Lewis 

On the 8th of December I started my community care in St. Nicholas of Maya 

primary school in Kinsealy. On the first day when I arrived I was given a class to go to 
and I  had to help the teacher with the students. When I was in the class I helped the 
kids get into their costumes for their play. I went to the class to help over the course of 

the two weeks. 

The other people who were there along with myself also helped to hang up 
decorations for Christmas and go out to the yard at lunch time and mind the kids. We 
also helped with the set of the hall for the plays and set up chairs in N-Zone as there 
was another play happening there. On the last day of community care the principal 

gave us our evaluations which we have to bring back to school. 

Sarah Yeates  

I did my community care in St Vincent De Paul and a homeless  shelter in town. The 
first week was in St Vincent De Paul, I had to be in St Vincent de Paul at 3 o'clock eve-
ryday for 5 days. My job includes organising  piles of clothing between what they would 
use in the store and what they would in other shops and what would go to third world 
countries. I found that week in St Vincent De Paul very enjoyable. It thought me very 

good community skills which i can use in later life. 

  My second week of community was in a homeless shelter in town. In the shelter we 
had to organise  shoe boxes for the homeless people for Christmas, we had to put 
things like toothpaste ,socks, boxers, sweets in them we were not aloud to put mouth-
wash, spray deodorant and razors because mouthwash has alcohol in it and spray de-
odorant because they can sniff it and razors because they can cut themselves . I en-
joyed this week very much because it was an eye opener for me. It showed me how 
homeless people lived and how grateful some of them are when they receive a shoe 

box with goods in them.   

 

Casey McGee 
 

I did my community care in St. Nicholas of Myra. It was the primary school I went to 
when I was younger. My jobs included correcting homework, hoovering the sports hall 
and supervising at yard time. I chose to go here for community care as it is very close 
to my house. Before going I disliked children but now some of them are okay. It was a 
fun two weeks as the TY students had a speaker and we played a lot of music. Every 
day we went to the Applegreen garage for lunch. We had 30 minutes for lunch every-
day. I got there at 8:30 every morning. Some days we left at 2:30 and some days we 
left at 1:30. It was good two weeks as I talked to people I never speak to and got to see 
some old teachers. 

Robert Richmond 
 

For my community care I worked in St. Vincent de Paul in town. St. Vincent de Paul is a 
charity that provides Christmas presents to poor families because they cannot afford it 
so people come in to donate presents which are delivered to the house before Christ-
mas to make sure the kids have presents under the tree on Christmas Day. There are 
two parts to the building, one part is a shop that sells donated items to people buying 
and the other is an office-like building where em-
ployees take calls and wheel the carts of items in 

out to the basement and offices.  



News 

Bank of Ireland School Bank. 
By Lauren Fitzmaurice 

The school bank is open every Thursday at 10 minute break in the C com-
pound. Any student is able to set up an account with the school bank. There 
are many benefits to having a bank account while you are still a student 
such as: 

It encourages saving for the future. 
 

It’s a safe method of carrying money around - perfect for any school trips 
abroad you may be going on. 

 
If you are age 16 or over you can get a Debit Card which you are able to 
use to pay for purchases in a shop. 

 
It becomes much harder to open a bank account once you leave school- 
with the school bank, only one simple document has to be filled out and 
then you have a bank account for life. 

 

If you wish to open a bank account with the school bank, Please come and 
talk to us at 10 minute break every Thursday, and we’d be happy to answer 
any questions you may have. A lodgement of €5 is all that is needed in order 
to activate the account. Please bring this €5 with you along with the form we 
will provide you. If you are under the age of 13, you must have your parents 

permission to set up the account. 

 

Bank Manager – Christian McAuley 
 

Sales and Marketing – Emma Chalkley 
 

Digi-advisor – Lauren Fitzmaurice 
 
Operations and Audit Specialist – Mark 
Liston 

 



Features 

 
 
 

 
350g plain flour 
1 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

2 tsp ground ginger 
1 tsp ground cinnamon 

125g butter 
175g light soft brown sugar 
1 egg 

4 tbsp golden syrup 

Icing for decoration 
 
 

 

1.Preheat the oven to 180C/Gas 4. Line baking trays with greaseproof 
paper. 

 
2.Sift together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, ginger and cinna-
mon into the bowl. 

 
3.Add the butter and blend until the mix looks like breadcrumbs. Stir in 
the sugar. 

 
4.Lightly beat the egg and golden syrup together, add to the other bowl 
and mix until the mixture clumps together. 

 
5.Tip the dough out, knead briefly until smooth, wrap in clingfilm and 
leave to chill in the fridge for 15 minutes. 

 
6.Roll the dough out to a 0.5cm in thickness on a lightly floured surface. 
Using cutters, cut into desired shapes and place on the baking tray, 
leaving a gap between them. 

 
7.Bake for 12-15 minutes, or until lightly golden-brown. Leave on the 
tray for 10 minutes and then move to a wire rack to finish cooling. 
 
8.When cooled decorate with the icing. 

 

METHOD 

INGREDIENTS 

RECIPE FOR  GINGERBREAD 

Tara Lambert and Chloe Byrne 



Features 

The TY play took place on the 30th  
of November and the 30th of November  
and the 1st of December. The cast was 
 made up of Carolyn Hulbert as 
 Mrs.Bennett, Chloe Bisset as Elizabeth  
Bennett, Jason Kennedy as Mr.D’arcy, 
 Alan Daly as Mr.Bingley, Shaun Dinan  
as Mr. Wickham, Lucy Dickinson as Lydia 
 Bennet, Hannah O’Flaherty as Kitty  
Bennet, Joe Julian Grace as Mr.Bennet,  
Lorna Collinsas Jane Bennet, Alanah 
Gargan as Mary Bennet, 
 Sophie O’Hanlon as Charlotte Lucas, Cormac Donnelly  
as Mr.Collins, Hailey Bonner as Lady Lucas, Florence Okojie as Mrs. Bingley, 
Melissa Kelly as Hill and Clara Hanzel as Lady Catherine. All of the cast did a 
fantastic job in the play and the acting was of a really high standard. It was obvi-
ous how much effort went into the background features of the play, the sets were 
so impressive and were designed to look very realistic. The set design group was 
led by Jessica Burke and they designed four flats with a sitting room as the back-
ground with a fireplace, shelf, portraits etc..There was one couch in the middle of 
the stage and tables and chairs on the left side of the stage. 
                                     The play was divided into two acts, the first followed the 
story of Mrs. Bennett trying to marry off her daughters and the second followed 
the relationship between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy. The tickets were designed by 
Jessica Burke the poster was designed by Rebecca Fitzmaurice and the pro-

gramme by Casey McGee. The tickets sold very well and there was a great at-
mosphere on the night that I went which was the first night. The hair and makeup 
was also done extremely well and was done by Jessica Burke, Abbie Hayden, 
Caitlin Glynn and Emma Chalkley. The whole production went down smoothly 
and everyone remembered their lines with the help of Christopher McFadden and 
Niamh Carolan as production assistants. Lauren Comiskey and Matthew Walton 
also did the job as producers very well and made sure the backgrounds looked 
okay. The music and lights were always done how they were supposed to be with 
the help of Tara Lambert and Karl Ryan. 
                                                  Overall, the play was an enjoyable experience 
and it was good to see everyone’s hard work pay off. It was very well organised 
by director Fiona Keane. I would give the play a star rating of 4 stars out of 5 only 

      “Pride and Prejudice” TY Play Review 
 

 
By Emer Kenny 



1.Starbucks Peppermint Mocha Rec-
ipe 

 
Ingredients: 

 ¼ cup of sugar 
 

 ¼  cup of water 
 

 3 teaspoons peppermint extract 
 

 3 tablespoons powdered cocoa 
 

 3 tablespoons warm water 
 

 ½ cup hot espresso 
 

 1.5 cups steamed milk 
 
Directions: 
1.Stir water and sugar in a pot until sugar dissolves and 
bring to boil 
 

2.Reduce heat to a low simmer and add 1.5 teaspoons 
peppermint extract 
 

3.Allow mixture to simmer for 20 minutes 
 

4.Mix cocoa and water in a cup until paste forms 

2. Starbucks Eggnog Latte Recipe 
 
Ingredients: 
 

 ½ cup eggnog 
 

 ¼  cup milk 
 

 ¼ - ½  cup espresso 
 

 Sprinkle of nutmeg (for garnish) 
 
Directions: 
1. Combine eggnog with milk and steam. 
 

2. Add espresso shots to steamed mixture. 
 

3. Sprinkle with nutmeg and serve immediately. 
 

DIY Warm Winter Drinks 
By Amber Daly, Carolyn Hulbert & Aoife Carthy 

Features 

      “Pride and Prejudice” TY Play Review 
 

 



3. Starbucks pumpkin spice latte 
Ingredients 

 2 cups milk 
 

 2 tablespoons canned pumpkin 
 

 2 tablespoons vanilla extract 
 

 2 tablespoons sugar 
 

 1/2 teaspoons pumpkin pie spice 
 

 1/4 -1/2 cup espresso. 
 
      Directions: 

1. Combine milk, sugar and pumpkin in a pot and stir over medium heat until steamed. 
 
2.Remove from heat, stir in vanilla and pumpkin spice. 
 
3.Transfer the mixture into a blender and process of 10 seconds (or until foamy) or whisk the 
mixture until foam appears. 
 
4.Pour into mug, add espresso and serve immediately. 

 

4.Starbucks Hot chocolate 

Ingredients: 

 3 ½ cups sugar 

 2 ¼ cups cocoa 

 1 tablespoon table salt 

 Whole milk for serving 

Directions: 

1. In a large bowl, combine sugar, cocoa, and salt together and whisk well. 
Store the mixture in an airtight container.2.For individual servings, pour 1 cup 

whole milk into a microwave-safe mug, and microwave on high just until hot. 

2.  Add 2 tablespoons of cocoa mix, and stir to dissolve. 

3. For a larger batch of cocoa, warm the milk in a saucepan set over medium-
low heat, taking care not to let the milk boil; as it warms, stir in 2 tablespoons 

of mix for each cup of milk 

4. Use whipped cream to top it off 

Features 



These days there are more options available to animal lovers than there were ten 
years ago. Now instead of your average cat or dog you can own an animal that is 
more unusual.  All of these animals are legal in Ireland. 

Unusual  Pets  
By Casey McGee 

Capybara 

The capybara is the largest rodent in the 
world and is closely related to the guinea 
pigs. A capybara is not a house animal. They 
need space outside to live. They are pack 
animals and do not like to be alone. Capyba-
ras are just as capable in water as they are 
on land. They can even sleep in the water if 
they keep their snout out of it. Capybaras 
are intelligent animals and should be treated 
as such. 

Axolotl 
The axolotl is also known as the Mexican 
Salamander. Axolotls can re grow any part 
of their body if they are injured. They live in 
water. If you wanted an axolotl you would 
need a large tank as they can grow quite 
big. The water in an axolotl tank needs to 
be partially changed every day. Axolotl 
need lots of attention. The pH of the water 
needs to be neutral. 

Pygmy Goats 

The pygmy goat is a miniature breed of 
domestic goat. The goats can adopt to 
most climates and are able to live any-
where. They need large open spaces to 
run around and play. They have a very 

friendly nature. Pygmy goats work well 
with families and children. They are loyal 
like dogs. 
 

All animals should be respected and treated fairly. Before getting any pet, serious 
thought and consideration needs to be put in. Unusual animals are just as important as 
domestic animals such as dogs and cats.   
 

Features 



Features 

1.Don’t cram- Make a study timetable and  
stick to it. 
 

2.Take regular breaks- study in blocks of  
20 minutes. 
 

3.Exercise- go for a walk or any other  

types of physical exercise during breaks. 
 

4.Ask questions in class- don’t be afraid to ask your teacher if you 
don’t understand something. You’re better to ask your teacher now 
than to ask yourself in the exam. 
 

5.Get at least 8 hours of sleep the night before your exam so that you 
will be able to concentrate and do your best. 
Make notes when studying and keep them organised so that you 
have them to hand when you need to revise before an exam. 
 

6.Manage your time & spread it over all subjects- Don’t spend too 

long on subjects that you’re good at. Spend more time on your 
weaker subjects. 
 

7.Be on time for your exams so you won’t be stressed. 
 

8.If you finish your exam early, read over your paper to check for mis-
takes and see if you could add more information to some of your an-
swers - never leave early. 
 

10.Read the questions carefully and underline keywords to keep your-
self focused. 
 
 

11.Bring a bottle of water & extra stationery to your exam. 
 

12.Be positive, think of the exams as a way to show off your knowl-
edge- you know more than you think you do! 
 
 
 

Mock Exam Advice  
By Lauren Fitzmaurice & Carolyn Hulbert 



Features 

 
 

 
 
Title: The Squad & The Intelligence Operations of  

Michael Collins 

Author: T.Ryle Dwyer 
Genre: Non Fiction 

Rating: ★★★★✰ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Collins is remembered as a hero to many Irish people, including myself  for his 
part in the struggle for Irish independence in the early 20th century. His Squad, known by 
the British as the ‘Murder Gang’ were his right hand men, his own personal assassins. 
The British were well aware of the existence of ‘The Squad’ and had they knowingly cap-
tured them they certainly would have executed them. The Squad were protected by the 
immense secrecy under which they operated as were the spies within the DMP and the 
RIC who worked for Michael Collins and his intelligence operation. 
 

Collins had a plan to ‘ knock out the eyes and ears’ of British rule in Ireland in order to pro-
voke the British to retaliate. He was confident that they would retaliate against innocent 
Irish people and therefore increase support for the republicans. The squad assassinated 
many leading detectives, with the help of information provided by spies working within the 
crown’s forces and intelligence services. 
 

This book is a very interesting read as it contains first hand accounts by those who pulled 
the triggers to kill those considered the enemy. They offer some explanation to not only 
what happened but sometimes why it happened, although Collins was extremely secretive 
and often didn't provide a reason for an assassination, his squad would carry out his or-
ders without question. The accounts by some of his spies also provide an insight into the 
reasons for some killings but in some circumstances Collins probably carried those rea-
sons with him to his grave. 
 

This book is concentrated on the witness statements and the accounts are the actual 
words of the men - or in some cases, the women- involved. 
I found this book confusing at times, but overall a fascinating and mind opening read. I 
found it hard to remember all the people mentioned , as every line someone new was in-
troduced , but probably never spoken of again so that wasn’t a huge problem. I guess that 
just goes to show the incredible amount of people involved . Before I read this book I was 
well aware of the existence of the squad, I knew the way in which they operated and how 
they went about their business, but this book shed a whole new light on Michael Collins, 
his squad and the whole War of Independence in general. It made me realise that a man I 
have admired and looked up to my whole life, who's inspired me in so many ways, a man 
whose grave I visit at every chance I get, was in fact a killer. I still do have the upmost re-
spect for him, as well as everyman and woman who fought for Irish independence and I 
always will, but this did show me the terrible acts of pure murder that occur on a daily ba-
sis during war, and are justified, because after all, they are the enemy and, it is war. 
 

Book Review  
Rebecca Fitzmaurice 



Features 

‘Pride and Prejudice– Mrs Bennet 

The auditions began mid September and  
I was debating whether to audition or not  
as I had no previous acting experience. I  
came to a decision and signed up for the 
 auditions as I thought it would be good to  
get involved in something different during TY. 
I was anxious before and during the audition  
and I wasn’t sure how it went. Soon after, the 
 callback list was up and I was surprised that  
my name was on the list! 
I went to the callbacks which I thought went bet- ter 
 than my initial audition. The next day, the cast was 
 chosen and I had been cast to play the role of 
 Mrs.Bennet. I was delighted to get a part but nervous because  
 
Mrs.Bennet is a main character with a lot of lines. 
Rehearsals began the following week on Monday & Tuesday. During the first few rehearsals, 
we were allowed to use our scripts but as the weeks went by, we had to memorize our lines 
and movements without being prompted. This is what I found most challenging about the play 
as there was no room for error. If I forgot to say one of my lines, it could stop the flow of the 
play as it could have an effect on other character’s lines. This was a huge responsibility as I 
knew that I would have to perform in front of a lot of people and didn’t want to make any mis-
takes. 
The initial dates of the play had to change due to the ASTI strikes. Although this could have 
been an inconvenience for some people, most members of the cast were glad that the per-
formance was changed to a later date because it meant that we had more time to rehearse, 
remember our lines and our stage movements. 
November was quite stressful at times as the performance of the play was approaching and 
so were our Christmas exams. It was hard at times to balance studying with learning my lines 
and missing classes for rehearsals but everything worked out well in the end. 
The week of the play, we had rehearsals as usual on Monday and Tuesday. The play began 
on Wednesday the 30th of November. I was feeling anxious about performing in front of lots 
of people, including my relatives but I was excited to show off all of our hard work over the 
past few months. 
The first night went really well, everyone remembered their lines and the audience seemed to 
really enjoy the performance. Fiona, the director of the play was delighted with our perform-
ance but wanted our projection to be louder for night two. 
We took all of her feedback on board and the second night went even better than the first! 
I thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the play. When we performed it in front of a big crowd, it 
made all of the hard work and stress worthwhile. 
I’m delighted that I was chosen to play the part of Mrs.Bennet as it allowed me to experience 
something that was completely out of my comfort zone. I’ve gained confidence in speaking in 
front of large amounts of people and have proved to myself that even if you don’t have great 
experience doing something, with hard work, persistence and dedication, it is possible to be-
come good at something new. I really enjoyed playing the part of Mrs. Bennet as she is a very 
witty character. 
My favourite thing about taking part in the play is that I was able to work with all of my friends 
to produce a great play. I genuinely enjoyed this experience and it is something I will always 

remember.  

By Carolyn Hulbert 



‘Pride and Prejudice– Mrs Bennet 
 Pride and Prejudice– Elizabeth 

Bennet  

Features 

I auditioned for the play back in early  
September.I was very nervous even  
though I have experience in acting. I 
 thought the audition went well but I 
 was still surprised to see my name  
on the callback sheet. My callback  

didn’t go very well and I wasn’t very  
happy with it. I didn’t get a part in the  
main cast which I was upset by but I  
didn’t really mind. However,as the role of  
Elizabeth opened up,the opportunity was given to me. I started rehearsal that 
following Tuesday with a month to go until the play. It was a very stressful 
time and I felt so behind. Elizabeth was a big part and had a lot of lines and 
scenes The rehearsals helped so much with my overall experience. All of the 
cast members were so helpful and patient and they really made the overall 
experience so much more enjoyable. The director Fiona also helped me so 
much and took it at a slow pace so I could catch up to the others. 
 

The first night of the play was the 30th of November. We were all very nerv-
ous but excited at the same time. We had a pep talk before and we were told 
to remember our prompts and to project our voices as loud as we could.The 
first night was extremely successful. It went better than any of us could’ve 
hoped. It felt like a huge weight had been lifted off our shoulders. We were 
even more excited for the second night after this experience. 
 

The second night was the next day, the 1st November. This night was just as 
successful as the night before. We took all the constructive criticism from the 
night before and we used it to make this performance the best we possibly 
could.The night was bittersweet as we had two really good performances but 
it was sad to leave the experience of the play behind. 
 

I really enjoyed playing the character of Elizabeth. She is a strong-willed 
woman who was well ahead of her time for the 19th century when women 
were considered as nothing more than girls to be married off.She is very intel-
ligent and doesn’t care what people think of her. She also cared very deeply 
for her family and friends. She was a delight to play. I really enjoyed the over-
all experience and I wish I could do it again! 

By Chloe Bisset 
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‘My Audition for Hairspray  
By  Robert Richmond  

The musical PCS are performing this year is the critically acclaimed 
musical ‘Hairspray’! 
 

The musical will begin on the week of April 3rd, after the Easter Holi-
days. The auditions were held on the 10th, 11th and 12th of January 
with the boys audition songs being ‘Without Love’ and ‘Timeless to 
Me’, while the girls had ‘Without Love’ and ‘I Can Hear the Bells’. We 
all put our names down on Monday and chose a time for our audition. 
I was scheduled to perform at 10:05 on Thursday the 12th. 
 

I asked to leave my class, which was German, to go backstage to C2 
and perform in front of 3 people, each of whom would later judge us 
for singing, acting and dancing individually. Prior to going in to audi-
tion, I was rather nervous as one-by-one everyone 

else entered before me as I waited and listened to them. However, 
nights prior I had watched clip after clip of these songs being per-
formed by Zac Efron and Christopher Walken respectively, so I felt I 
had a good enough grasp on them.  

Shortly, it was my turn to perform. I noticed once I entered the 
room, my fears were alleviated as the ‘judges’ ended up being 3 
very polite women. Having learnt the lyrics nights before, I decided 
to up the stakes of the audition, I threw away the lyrics and went 
for it all off the top my head, to hopefully impress them more. 



‘My Audition for Hairspray  

Features 

I certainly felt good walking out of my audition. The women in particularly 
noted I did it without lyrics in front of me, which was my goal as there-
fore I could focus on gestures and show I am capable of learning lyrics 
in a short space of time. They told me I performed ‘Timeless to Me’ bet-
ter than ‘Without Love’, although both were good. This gave me an idea 
of what role they were considering me for, provided I got called back that 
is. They told me to leave and call in the next person. I walked out of the 
audition I dreaded with a spring in my step, confident I did the best I 
could. 
 

The rest of the day felt like the longest day in school yet, as we were 
told they would announce the callbacks on Thursday afternoon or Friday 
morning. I grew more impatient with every subject that passed, until 10 
minutes before school ended, Mr. Clarke took to the intercom to an-
nounce that the sheet was in the C compound. I noticed people in my 
class going ‘toilet’ to check if they got a call or not. Some came back 
smiling, some did not. 
 

The bell rang and I rushed to the C compound for the moment of truth. I 
noticed a lot of people huddled around the sheet, so I did my best to 
squeeze through to have a look and I was extremely happy with what I 
saw, I got a call back! 
 

Though I was excited by the news, I tried not to get too optimistic as I 
still had a long way to go if I was going to get a leading role in the play, 
though my chances were much higher now. I figured that if this musical 
was ‘The X Factor’, this was the equivalent of the judges houses. I had 
passed the first round, though the toughest parts were still to come. On 
Friday the callback songs were announced, and they were much 
tougher than the first ones. The boys had to perform ‘The Nicest Kids in 
Town’, an upbeat, fast-paced song with a mix of music and acting, 
whereas the girls had to perform ‘Velma’s Revenge’, a slow, rhyming, 
sinister song which also had to be acted. 
 

The callbacks occurred on Monday, mine at 4:05, with a dance work-
shop after. One by one, we all entered and eventually it was my turn to 
go. I did the same thing as my first audition and didn’t use the sheet and 
stared at some posters as if they were cameras for my acting. I felt I per-
formed this song well though it was much tougher than the first one. 
 

Only time will tell if I did well enough to get a main part. Here’s hoping! 
 



Sports 

Ireland v Austria World Cup 2018 

Qualifier  

Venue: Ernst-Happel Stadion, Vienna,  

               Austria. 

 

Score: Ireland 1  Austria 0 

 

Ireland Starting 11:    

  Darren Randolph (West Ham United),  

Seamus Coleman (Everton),  Ciaran  

Clark (Newcastle United), Shane Duffy  

(Brighton & Hove Albion),  Robbie Brady  

(Norwich City), Glenn Whelan (Stoke City), Jeff Hendrick 
(Burnley),Harry Arter (Bournemouth) , Wes Hoolahan (Norwich 
City), James McClean (West Bromwich Albion), Jonathan Wal-
ters (Stoke City). 

 

Austria Starting 11:    Ozcan (Bayer 04), Klein 

(Stuttgart), Dragovic (Bayer 04), Hinteregger (FC Augsburg), 
Wimmer (Tottenham) Baumgartlinger (Bayer 04), Alaba 
(Bayern), Sabitzer (RB Leipzig), Schopf (FC Schalke), Arnaut-
ovic (Stoke City), Janko (FC Basel) 

James McClean’s finish from just inside the box secured a 1-0 
victory over a talented Austrian team with standout perform-
ances coming from McClean, Hoolahan and Clark. These three 
points put Ireland top of Group D, two points ahead of Serbia 
who drew with Wales 1-1. This puts Ireland in a great position to 
qualify going into the four month break from International foot-
ball with their next match being against Wales in March. 

By Mark Liston & Chris McFadden 



 Premier League Predictions 
By Scott McCabe 

Barclays premier league prediction: 

1st :Chelsea 

2nd:Tottenham 

3rd:Liverpool 

4th:Arsenal 

5th: Manchester United 

 

1.Chelsea ,they are playing fantastic football lately under Antonio Conte and I wouldn't put it by 
them to finish in first place this season Eden Hazard is playing great football at the moment and 
when he plays well Chelsea play well. It should be interesting to see how they play in the big 
games vs Arsenal ,Manchester City/United and Liverpool . If they can win those games they 
have a very good chance of being Premier League Champions. 
                                                                                                                                                         

                      

 

2.Tottenham, have picked up some ground in recent games with Harry Kane finding the net 
several times this season and Dele Alli is playing amazing at the moment. After last season's 
heartbreak by losing out to Leicester for the premier league they are coming back even stronger 

this year and they stand in 2nd place 7 points behind Chelsea.    

 

3.Liverpool ,Playing the best football they have played in years under Jurgen Klopp he has 
changed the way the team plays they hold the possession more and with the players in the 
team believing in Klopp, everything is going right for Liverpool. Klopp has managed to sign new 
players because he has attracted them to the club , he brought in Joel Matip from Schalke 04 
,Karius their new goalkeeper and the superstar from Southampton Sadio Mane who is in excel-
lent form at the moment .Liverpool have definitely a great chance of winning the premier league. 

They stand in 3rd place at the moment behind Tottenham. 

 

 

4.Arsenal ,well Arsenal always seem to end up in this position each year although they have in 
the last two seasons gone from 3rd to 2nd and maybe just maybe this could be their year if they 
do not collapse under the pressure during the winter football as they always seem to do. Mesut 
Ozil is definitely a player to watch this year as he is in great form .They are also playing well in 

the champions league so if they keep this up they could win the league. Stan 

 

 

5.Manchester United are a club to watch this season with the club spending heavily this season 
by bringing in big players like Paul Pogba(105 million) and Henrikh Mkhitaryan(26Million)and 
Eric Bailly (30 million).With Jose Mourinho being appointed manager  Zlatan Ibrahimovic bang-

ing in the goals for them but they are still in 6th place which isn't good . 

 

Sports 



 

There was a Sports Awards Presentation on the 19th of January. We 
 asked Cliodhna O’Connor to present our medals to the U14&U16 and 
Seniors for camogie and gaelic football. She plays ladies gaelic with 
our local team Naomh Mearnog which is located in Portmarnock. She 
has been a member of the Dublin ladies inter-county team since 
2002.She has won two all star awards as the Dublin goalkeeper in 
2004 and 2009. 
 

Cliodhna spoke to us about the pressure of homework and sports and 
how to balance it. She also told us that it's important to give everything 
your best shot and to believe that you can step up and do it. She en-
couraged us to try new things and to keep up the sport and to have 
confidence.It was an interesting but inspirational speech from Cliodhna. 

 

In U14 football Cliodhna presented player of the year to Ella Griffin, 
most dedicated player to Rebecca Wall and Rachel Howard.The Sen-
iors and Juniors received a shield winners medal in camogie and also a 
runners up medal for football. Overall it was a great year and a enjoy-
able presentation.  

Sports 

Ladies GAA Sports Presentation by Cliodhna 

O’Connor 
by Amy Kavanagh  
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