Word of the Day October 2021

Theme: Commonly misused words


4th October - Affect / Effect  
To affect is a verb which means to impact on, transform or change. Eg: She wasn’t going to let a little rain affect her good mood.
Effect is a noun meaning result or consequence. Eg: Transportation costs have a direct effect on the cost of retail goods.
A way to remember is that affect comes before effect alphabetically and always happens first.

5th October - Advice / Advise
Advice is a noun – it means help or a suggestion that might be beneficial. Eg: He needs advice from an expert.
To advise is a verb which means to give advice or to notify. Eg: I would advise selling your car soon while the market is good.
A way to remember is that advice and ‘ice’ are both nouns

6th October - Allowed / Aloud
Aloud means out loud or audibly – eg: She read aloud in a clear voice.
Allowed means permitted – eg: Swimming is allowed here.
A way to remember is that the word aloud contains the word loud while the word allowed contains the word allow.

7th October - Assistance /Assistants
Assistance means help or aid. Eg: We offer financial assistance to students.
Assistants is the plural of assistant – assistants are people who provide help. Eg: The shop assistants were required to wear a uniform and to have long hair tied back.
To aid you in remembering look for the s at the end of assistants – this indicates it is a plural of the word assistant.



8th October - Assure / Ensure / Insure
Assure means to promise or say with confidence. Eg: I assure you that I will not be late.
Ensure means to make certain something happens. Eg: Keep stirring the sauce to ensure it doesn’t burn.
Insure is to arrange for compensation in the event of damage, injury or loss. Eg: It is proving more difficult to insure my house since the recent flood.

11th October - Being / Been
Being is usually used after the verb ‘to be'. Eg: He was being an idiot.
Been is only ever used after the verb ‘to have'. Eg: I have been to Paris. 
Think of the term ‘has-been’ to remember the association with the verb ‘to have'.

12th October - Bought / Brought
Bought is the past tense of the verb ‘to buy’. Eg: I bought a new dress earlier.
Brought is the past tense of the verb ‘to bring’. Eg: James brought the cake to the venue this morning. 
To remember; brought and bring both start with br

13th October - Brake / Break
Brake can be a noun or a verb. 
A brake is used to slow down or stop a vehicle from moving. Eg I applied the brake fully once the car had slowed down sufficiently.
To brake means to slow down or stop a vehicle from moving. Eg: I had to brake really hard when a cat ran out in front of my car.
Break can be a noun or a verb. 
A break is a short recess or time out from an activity. It can also be damage to something. Eg: I need to take a break from this task as I can't focus with all this noise. There was a clean break on one side of the plate.
To break means to divide or separate something usually into two or more pieces, often accidentally or due to shock or strain. Eg: I will break the chocolate bar in two so that we can both have a share.




14th October - Breathe / Breath 
Breathe is a verb meaning to take in and expel air as part of respiration. Eg: I found it hard to breathe while wearing the mask.
Breath is a noun meaning the air we take in to and expel from the lungs as part of respiration. Eg: She took a deep breath to calm herself before she began her speech.
To help remember: breath is the shorter word and you might take a short breath - breathe rhymes with ‘ee’ and has two ‘e's.

15th October - Can / May
Can is to do with ability. Eg: I have trained hard enough, so hopefully I can finish the marathon. Can is also a less formal way of asking for permission in a casual setting.
May is a formal way to ask for permission. Eg: May I go to my locker as I have forgotten to bring my textbook to class.

18th October - Canvas/ Canvass
Canvas is a noun meaning a type of sturdy material typically used for manufacturing tents and other similar products. It can also be a framed piece of fabric used by artists. Eg: The canvas used to make the tent was strong and watertight. She was anxious until her brush met the blank canvas and her imagination kicked into action.
Canvass is usually used as a verb meaning to survey opinion or solicit votes from a wide selection of the community, typically in relation to an upcoming election or campaign. Eg: We need to canvass a wide section of the population to see if there is enough support for this action.
To remember: canvass has a double ‘s’ at the end – associate this double ‘s’ with the words survey and solicit.

19th October  - Censor / Sensor
Censor is usually used as a verb. It means to remove offensive or unacceptable material from something or to place an age recommendation on something, usually a film or book. Eg: It is considered a crime to censor art.  
Censor can also be used as a noun – a censor is the official who carries out the censorship of something. Eg: The censor recommended a minimum viewer age of 12 for the film.
Sensor is a device which detects motion, light or another stimulus and performs a response to it, such as activating an alarm or switching on lights such as streetlights. Eg: I have a sensor in my car that helps me to reverse safely.
To help remember – sensor is related to the word sense; to react to a stimulus


20th October - Cite / Site / Sight
To cite means to state, mention or to refer to especially to provide proof or evidence. 
Eg: Remember to cite expert opinion to support your points.
Site means a location, often used in construction or where a statue or monument or place of interest is located. It can also be used as an abbreviation for website 
Eg: He enjoyed working on the archaeological site. This online site is very poorly laid out; I cannot find out where the delivery costs are listed.
Sight is the sense associated with vision and is an abbreviation of eyesight. It can also indicate something worth seeing or that can be observed. 
Eg: After the laser treatment, her sight was greatly improved. John became a familiar sight at the restaurant over the years.

21st October -  Choose/ Chose/ Choice

To choose is the present tense of the verb – it means to make a selection or to pick from a number of options. Eg: We need to choose a drop-off point along the route.
Chose is the past tense of the same verb. Eg: He chose to leave the course after a few weeks as he didn’t enjoy the lectures.
To help remember which spelling to use look at the pronunciation – choose contains the letters ‘oo’ and has an ‘oo' sound whereas chose has a single ‘o' and rhymes with hose.
Choice is a noun and it means an option or alternative. Eg: You need to make a choice about which language you wish to study.

22nd October - Council / Counsel
A council is a group of people coming together to work for a city, county or other cause. Eg: The student council put forward a motion to have the uniform amended.
To counsel is a verb meaning to listen to and offer advise to someone, most commonly in a legal or medical sense. Eg: A careers officer will counsel students to help them with choosing their college courses.
Counsel can also be used to mean advice given in a formal manner. Eg: The businessman sought counsel from other entrepreneurs on how to diversify during the downturn.

