Word of the Day November 2021

1st November
Modicum – a small quantity of a particular thing, especially something desirable or valuable.
Eg: Only a modicum of skill is needed to put the kit together.

2nd November
Preeminent – surpassing all others; very distinguished in some way
Eg: She was the country's pre-eminent expert on this type of cancer.

3rd November
Conjecture – an opinion or conclusion formed on the basis of incomplete information. 
Eg: Since the Gardai hadn’t yet given a statement, the reporter could only make a conjecture about the crime.

4th November
Gulosity – an archaic word meaning greed (in eating); gluttony
Eg: He lapped up the meal with laudable gulosity.

5th November
Exact – as an adjective it means precise; not approximate in any way. As a verb it means to demand and obtain something from someone.
Eg: I was fortunate to have the exact change for the bus as I had forgotten to bring my travel pass with me. He was able to exact a promise from them.

8th November
Sarcophagus – a (stone) coffin or encashment surrounding a coffin, typically adorned with sculpture or inscriptions; associated with the ancient civilisations of Egypt, Rome and Greece.
Eg: It was two years after the initial discovery of the tomb of Tutankhamun, when the sarcophagus holding his gold coffin was located.



9th November
Ad hominem – (of an argument) directed against a person rather than the position they are maintaining; a personal attack on someone character rather than an attempt to address  the issue at hand.
Eg: During the debate on the housing crisis, the politician’s ad hominem attack was aimed at his opponent’s attire rather than her stance on the matter at hand.

10th November
Insouciance – casual lack of concern; indifference, nonchalance.
Eg: For all her apparent insouciance, she was, in fact, desperately unhappy.

11th November
Obeisance – deferential respect. A gesture expressing deferential respect such as a curtsy or a bow.
Eg: They paid obeisance to the King. She made a deep obeisance.

12th November
Itinerant – travelling from place to place. A person who travels from place to place such as a preacher or teacher.
Eg: The itinerant traders arrived in the town every January. The preacher was an itinerant, never staying long in any town.

15th November
Jeopardy – danger of loss, harm or failure. 
Eg: The entire case against the defendant has been put in jeopardy by the carelessness of a single juror.

16th November
Categorical – unambiguously explicit or direct; unconditional.
Eg: His categorical denial let me know there was no need to ask again.

17th November
Retrocede – to return; recede; give back (usually in relation to territory)
Eg: After the Battle of Pueblo, France was forced to retrocede all the territory back to Mexico.
18th November
Nostrum – a medicine prepared by an unqualified person. A scheme or remedy for bringing about social or political reform.
Eg: He attacked the practice of charlatans and fake doctors try to sell their latest nostrum to the unsuspecting public. Human rights, in theory at least, have become an accepted nostrum throughout the world.

19th November
Consort – a spouse or companion, in particular the spouse of a reigning monarch. To habitually associate with someone to the disapproval of others.
Eg: Until his untimely death, Queen Victoria rarely travelled without her consort Prince Albert. You chose to consort with the criminal gang and will now face the consequences of the law.

22nd November
Infrastructure – the basic physical and organisational structures and facilities needed for the operation of society or enterprise.
Eg: The decision to build several thousand new houses without first ensuring that the infrastructure was in place to support them, was surely a disaster waiting to happen.

23rd November
Provocateur – one who provokes another into action, or provokes trouble.
Eg: The barrister was known to be a provocateur in the courtroom; inevitably finding a way to turn people on one another.

24th November 
Impeach – charge with misconduct (particularly in US political arena). Call into question the integrity or validity of a practice.
Eg: He took an active part in the attempt to impeach the President. The lawyer was able to impeach the witness's testimony by forcing him to admit he had changed his story.

25th November
Insurrection – a violent uprising against an authority or government.
Eg: They were on trial, accused of plotting an insurrection against the government.

26th November 
Recant – say that one no longer holds an opinion or belief, especially one considered heretical. 
Eg: Having been accused of perjury, the witness had to recant her remarks against the defendant.

29th  November
Ineptitude – lack of skill or ability; incompetence.
Eg: His ineptitude as a teacher left his students unprepared for the state exam.

30th November
Gravitas – seriousness or solemnity of manner
Eg: The role of President requires an individual with real gravitas; someone that others respect and are happy to follow.


