Word of the Day January 2022

6th January
Schadenfreude – pleasure derived by someone from another person's misfortune.
Eg: Mary couldn’t help but feel a tinge of schadenfreude when her chief rival in the race was injured.

7th January
Obsequious - Obedient or attentive to an excessive or servile degree.
Eg: I find the obsequious attention of the waiting staff in this hotel a little overbearing.

10th January
Rescind – revoke, cancel or repeal (a law, order or agreement).
Eg: Once their union demands were met, the workers agreed to rescind their planned strike.

11th January
Apex – the top or highest point of something, especially one forming a point. The highest point of achievement, a climax (eg a career).
Eg: After a day long climb they finally reached the apex of the mountain and set up camp for the night. At the apex of her career, she had sold over a million copies of her second album.

12th January
Censure – Express severe disapproval of (someone or something), especially in a formal statement. 
Eg: The parent was notified that their son received a censure from the principal for misbehaving.

13th January
Imminent – about to happen
Eg: The ancient abbey was in imminent danger of collapse.

14th January
Insidious – proceeding in a gradual, subtle way but with very harmful effects
Eg: The insidious habit of spending increasingly more time on social media quickly begins to have negative effects on the mind.

17th January
Coup – a sudden, violent, and illegal seizure of power from a government.. an instance of successfully achieving something difficult. 
Eg: When the coup failed, the dictator ordered all rebels to be imprisoned with immediate effect. 

18th January
Surveillance – close observation, especially of a suspected spy or criminal.
Eg: His home was put under surveillance, after the police received an anonymous tip-off that he might have been involved in the robbery.

19th January
Whitewash – a deliberate attempt to conceal unpleasant or incriminating facts about a person or organisation in order to protect their reputation. A solution of lime and water used for painting walls and fencing.
Eg: The government was clearly trying to whitewash events, with excuse after excuse at the ready. The fences around the property were in dire need of a whitewash but overall it was in excellent condition for such an old house.

20th January
Tenacious – tending to keep a firm hold of something, clinging or adhering closely. Not readily relinquishing a position, principal, or course of action; determined.
Eg: She had a tenacious grip of his hand as they navigated the step hill. Even though John was smaller than most of his teammates, his tenacious attitude meant he always got picked for the squad.

21st January
Eudemonic – conducive to happiness
Eg: Receiving the college placement she had always dreamed of led to a eudemonic state of joy that lasted all day.

24th January
Bumptious – irritatingly self assertive. Conceited.
Eg: He would be more likeable, if he were not so bumptious about his educational background.

25th January
Objurgate – rebuke severely, scold.
Eg: The judge was known to objurgate the accused who entered his courtroom until they would admit they had done wrong.

26th January
Crepuscular – resembling or relating to twilight. Appearing or active in twilight (zoology – of an animal)
Eg: The outlines of the trees were stark against the pink crepuscular sky. Leopard geckos are crepuscular creatures, being limited to their burrows by day and only becoming active at dusk when the temperatures are most favourable.

27th January
Longanimity – a disposition to bear injuries patiently; forbearance. 
Eg: She displayed great longanimity in patiently waiting in line for her Covid booster jab on such a cold evening. 

28th January
Affable – friendly, good natured and easy to talk to.
Eg: The affable manager helped to ease the frustration of the disappointed customer.

31st January
Abeyance – a state of temporary disuse or suspension.
Eg: The building project is being held in abeyance until funding can be secured.

